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     San José is synonymous with 
technology and innovation, but beyond 
the world of Silicon Valley, 
a thriving, rich culture 
inhabits this city. We 
are proud to present 
this semester’s first 
issue of Access. 
Inside, you will find 
events and stories 
that illustrate what 
makes San José such 
an eclectic city.
     Downtown San 
José bustles with vibrant 
nightlife. From holding monthly art 
walks and bike parties to hosting a “Star 
Wars” exhibit and being the home of the 
Sharks, our community has grown into a 
true epicenter of arts and entertainment. 
Our feature story highlights San José’s 
flourishing coffee culture. In an exclusive 
Access interview, fellow Spartan Evan 
Rogers shares his adventures of traveling 
to Campus MovieFest Hollywood for his 
film “Disconnected.”
     We hope the stories we have curated 
will invoke a sense of pride and love for 
the culture and community of your home:  
San José.

Thyra Phan

Editor-in-Chief
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     Bicycling around San José may be 
more than an environmentally friendly 
mode of transportation. It is a way to 
meet new people and has created a 
grassroots movement called San José 
Bike Party.
     “Bike Party is the ultimate way to 
build community — people explore new 
neighborhoods, ride side-by-side with 
new people and collaborate as a group,” 
stated Bike Party co-founder Amber 
Lamason in an email.
     Since its debut in October 2007, Bike 
Party is held the third Friday of every 
month at 8 p.m. The meeting location  
is released 24 hours before the ride  
on its website.

‘Star Wars’ at The Tech Museum 

    In a galaxy far, far away, George Lucas lit up the screen 
with light sabers, starships and intergalactic battles. Now that 
technology is in hyperdrive to the Bay Area with the “Star Wars: 
Where Science Meets Imagination” exhibition, opening at The 
Tech Museum of Innovation on Oct. 19.
    The Tech is the exhibition’s last stop on a 20-venue international 
tour that began in 2005 as a joint venture between Lucasfilm Ltd. 
and the Museum of Science in Boston, according to Michelle Tran, 
public relations specialist at The Tech.
    “It’s bringing to life for people … the connections of science 
and reality and how we live in that,” Tran said. “What 
you’ll see in the exhibition is that there’s a connection 
they’re trying to make (between) the magic and 
the technologies in the film (and) how those 
technologies can come to life.”
    The exhibition features more than 
80 authentic costumes and props 
from the films, hands-on design 
labs surrounding topics like 
robotics, a replica of the 
Millennium Falcon’s cockpit, 
the main spaceship from 
the original trilogy, as well 
as a few never-before-
displayed pieces, according 
to Tran.
    Gavin Higham, a junior 
computer science major at 
SJSU, is a “Star Wars” fan and 
said it’s “really neat” to be able 
to examine models used in movies 
and to see the level of detail that’s not 
always visible from the screen.
    “One of the things they had in the (original) movies was a lot of 
miniatures — incredibly detailed miniatures — and I would love 
to see some of those up close,” he said.
    Kristen Martin, labs manager at The Tech, said the exhibition 
also includes real-life products and technologies that were 
inspired by the film and focuses on how imagination influences 
scientific discoveries.
    “I think for kids it’s really neat to see how something that 
was imagined and is fictional then inspired (someone), maybe 
another young person, to grow up and actually turn that 
imaginative design into a real-life product,” she said.
    The “Star Wars” exhibition will run at The Tech from Oct. 19 to 
Feb. 23, with tickets ranging from $9 to $22. 
At the end of the run, several pieces will go 
on display at the Smithsonian, according to Tran.

Bringing a community together on two wheels 

SoFA district lights up with South First Fridays
text: Jamie Ramirez  / images: Basil Sar
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Light Thieves, one of 
the many live bands 

at South First Fridays, 
performed last 

September. 

     The rising popularity of Bike Party has 
given San José residents something to 
do, rather than go to the club or bar, said 
Justin Triano, the owner 
of bike shop Ghisallo.
    Bike Party 
participants plan the 
routes and themes, 
Triano said. “We’re 
not about running 
red lights — we’re about 
stopping at red lights and  
building communities.”
     This month’s bike party will be held on 
Oct. 18 at 8 p.m. The theme is to dress up 
in a costume, although it is not required, 
said Carlos Babcock of Bike Party.

    South First Fridays is a self-guided 
art walk through the South First Area 
(SoFA) district of downtown San José 
where visitors can walk through 
museums, galleries, cafés and 

participating restaurants to 
see featured performances 
and exhibits.
    The event, which is 
held every first Friday of 
the month from 7 p.m.  
to 11 p.m., is geared 
toward art lovers and fans 
of nightlife in the city.
      The art walk takes place 
between San Carlos and East 
Reed streets where the sidewalks are 

lit up with strings of white 
lights, bringing softness 

to the downtown 
area and setting 
the ambiance for 
a night of art and 
entertainment.

Attendees can have 
dinner from various 

food trucks in the SoFA 

district and grab a drink before hitting 
the town to gaze at art in local galleries 
and enjoy live musical performances.

     Brittney Cathey-Adams, a 
third-year photography 

student in the Master of 
Fine Arts program at 

SJSU, said she’s from a 
small art community 
in Humboldt and 
worried about finding 
that in San José.

    “I’ve been to First 
Fridays and I always 

have a great time visiting 
MACLA (Movimiento de Arte 

y Cultura Latino Americana) and ICA 
(Institute of Contemporary Art) and 
overall just getting to visit many spaces 
to see the (art) community that does 
exist in a larger city,” Cathey-Adams said.
     Other galleries and stores that actively 
participate in South First Fridays include 
Phantom Galleries, Higher Fire Clay-
space and Gallery, Psycho Donuts, Works 
San José and more.

An artist painted 
over his model’s body 
during September’s 
South First Friday.

http://accessfall2013.wordpress.com
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SJSU Students’ 
Perspective on Local 
Arts and Entertainment

R2-D2 is one of 
the authentic props 
and costumes at the 
exhibition. 

“Star Wars’” 
Millennium Falcon will 
make its last stop on a 
20-venue international 
tour. 

Greg Beckman 
shows off his bike 
at last month’s Bike 
Party. 

Check out the 
October event 
calendar! 
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San José and the greater Silicon Valley are well 
known for technological advancements and social 
media. But behind the late-night coding sessions 
and business meetings is yet another rising star. 

No, it has nothing to do with computers or 
smartphones. Coffee is what fuels the great minds 
of the Valley and the culture is just getting started.

At the forefront of this movement are several 
coffee shops and roasting companies such as 
Chromatic Coffee Co., Barefoot Coffee Roasters, 
Roy’s Station and B2 Coffee. According to coffee 
roasting enthusiast and co-founder of Chromatic 
Coffee Co. Hiver van Geenhoven, San José’s coffee 
culture is on the rise.

by: Tiffany Gerami 
and Kristi Myllenbeck

“For me, it is more of what coffee has become 
in the past couple of decades where people are 
regarding coffee more as a specialty product,” van 
Geenhoven said. “What I’m seeing now is a way to 
enjoy something completely for what it is, gaining 
a little knowledge of it and being able to feel a 
sense of connectedness with this beverage that 
was consumed for hundreds of years.”

This blossoming niche industry is making 
its way into people’s daily routine with new 
techniques of brewing and means of crafting 
coffee beverages. Although San José coffee 
enthusiasts give a nod to other cities that have 
thriving coffee cultures such as San Francisco and 

Portland, there are others like Otessa Crandell, 
manager of Chromatic Coffee Co., who argue that 
the Silicon Valley’s coffee culture is unique in its 
personality and expression.

 “They don’t do it for a paycheck — they don’t 
do it because it’s cool,” Crandell said. “They do 
it because they love making coffee and they love 
sharing that experience with someone else.”

Many coffee enthusiasts recognize big 
coffee shops such as Starbucks and Peet’s for 
perpetuating coffee culture. However, there are 
those like Dominic Gullo, barista at Caffe Frascati, 
who think that small local coffee shops care not 
only about the coffee but also employees and their 
passion.

Although detractors critique independent 
coffee shop culture for being “pretentious and 
hipster,” Gullo said, the baristas at such cafés work 
hard to learn their craft and offer their customers 
a piece of art in each  
cup of coffee.

Small coffee shops have the 
opportunity to prove their 
uniqueness instead of pressing 
a button and having the 
exact same coffee spew out 
every time. According 
to Henry Springall, 
descendant of the owner 
of Caffe Frascati, people 
can have a different coffee 
experience no matter 
where they go.

“Each barista makes a drink 
a little bit differently ... Consistency 
is good, but freedom to do your own 
thing is good too,” Springall said. “In the end it’s 
about having fun with it and expressing yourself.”

According to Crandell, San José coffee culture 
is all about the experience and  
having fun while meeting others who are  
just as passionate.

“I feel like coffee 
culture is growing 
exponentially in the 
South Bay. It is a really 

exciting time to be a part 
of all of it,” Crandell said. 

“It’s really cool to see it (the 
coffee culture community) start to 

be on a level that’s recognizable.”
The atmosphere buzzes with the sounds 

of espresso machines and caffeine-charged 
conversations, giving rise to an ongoing “Latte 
Art Throwdown” series. Baristas and espresso 
enthusiasts have a chance to compete for $160  
and bragging rights for having the best latte  
art in San José.

What’s brewing in 
Silicon Valley?
text / images: Tiffany Gerami & Kristi Myllenbeck

“Thursday Night 
Throwdown” is 
a competition in 
which baristas from 
throughout the Bay 
Area create art using 
the espresso, milk 
and foam of lattes 
and cappuccinos.

Previous “Throwdown” 
champion and Chromatic 
Coffee Co. master roaster 
Patrick Martin demonstrates 
his technique for making a fern 
leaf design by pouring milk 
and foam. In the competition, the baristas go head-to-

head, until there are only two left. From this pair, 
the champion emerges. James May Lee, a barista 
at Chromatic Coffee Co. in Santa Clara, won the 
Sept. 9 throwdown.

“I feel like (San José) is pretty fun — it’s 
youthful,” Lee said. “It’s just getting started.”

Freshly shipped green coffee 
beans await roasting at 
Chromatic Coffee Co.’s roastery 
on Second Street in San José.

Bags of fresh green coffee 
beans that were selected 
in their home countries 
by Chromatic Coffee Co. 
master roaster Hiver van 
Geenhoven arrive through 
the Port of Oakland after a 
long trip across the ocean.

or go to
http://accessfall2013.wordpress.com/coffee-notes

for Video and

        Coffee from
B2, Caffe Frascati, Roy’s Coffee 
Station, Chromatic & Barefoot



     “They have no facial expressions, 
they are zombies,” he said. 
     Rogers said he did not think the 
film had any chance of winning.
“I was really nervous about it 
despite the amount of time I put 
into it,” he said.
     Rogers joked that he often needs 
one other person who says his 
work is “good enough” 
because he just cannot 
see it. He said he 
will continue 
to work on a 
project long 
after it is done 
in the same 
way a fine 
artist might 
overwork 
a piece. 
Sometimes he 
needs to be told  
to stop.
     Rogers’s girlfriend, 
Jerika Ramirez, has also 
worked on a number of projects 
with him, including a current live-action and 
animation collaboration.
     “He always feels that with his work…he can  
do more with it,” Ramirez said. “He is humble in 
that way.”
     Rogers, on par with his perfectionism, said 
there is really no point in making a film unless 
it’s brilliant, especially in a world where he is 
competing with “cheap, fast media.”
     “If you’re going to tell a story it better be good 
enough before they (viewers) get bored and leave,” 
he said. “My goal was that it was at least good 
enough to have people watch it.”
     An anonymous panel of judges agreed that 
“Disconnected” was that good when it voted for 
his film as Best Drama for San José State and then 
as part of an elite Top 16 that went to Hollywood. 
     “This is where the best of the best come 
together,” said Nishant Gogna, promotions 
manager of the Northern California  
Campus MovieFest.
     Gogna said the “mega event” gives student 
directors a chance to see their work on the big 
screen and meet industry professionals  
whom CMF invites.
     He said that the actors and directors who come 
to see the students’ work “can’t believe the talent 
that comes out of this generation.”

     A flood of 
students and 
their guests 
came from 
around the 
world to walk 
the red carpet 

and pose for 
pictures in the 

“glamorous” event, 
Gogna said.

     Rogers described 
CMF Hollywood as part big 

party and part convention.
     “It was just what I had  
expected but a little more hip,” 
Rogers recalled.
     He said that when his film was 
shown on the Universal Studios 
screen, he was overtaken  

by happiness.
     “It was very 

surreal,” Rogers 
said. “I never thought 

I would get to experience 
something this big at a young 
age. I thought it would  
take decades.”
     Rogers’s early success has 
struck him as surprising, 
he said, in part because he 
decided that he wanted to 
make films when he was only 
about 18 years old.
     “I’ve always known I liked 
creative things,” he said. “I 
want to tell stories and I want 
to share that.”
     He said that after he 
finished his first film, 
“Moonlight Rose,” he knew he 
had chosen the right path.
     “It was a sense of euphoria,” 
Rogers said. “When I saw it on 
the screen it was so amazing 
that I started dancing.”
     He shared that his parents 
did not feel the same way 
about his choice to make films 
as a career but when he won  
Best Drama, they knew he  
was serious.
     “They wanted me to do 
something that had more 
security,” Rogers said. 

Student filmmaker Evan Rogers on the 
Campus MovieFest 
text: Leeta-Rose Ballester  /  image: Basil Sar

     Perched in front of a table with his feet up on 
tiptoes, filmmaker Evan Rogers looks as though 
he is ready to lunge at the next big thing — even 
when he is just waiting to meet someone at a coffee 
shop. As he stands up, he pulls his glasses off to the 
side in classic director fashion and takes the world 
in with his big eyes. 
     At just 23 years old, Rogers has already been to 
Hollywood and his dreams might take him even 
further. “Disconnected,” a five-minute film that 
took a week to shoot, landed Rogers an award for 
Best Drama at the 2012 Campus MovieFest. 
     The film focuses on the emerging virtual culture 
that today’s teens have fallen hard for, according  
to Rogers. A fateful day alone at the mall led 
Rogers to the topic and was a “key moment” for 
him, he said.
     “I saw a table of girls all on their phones,”  
he said. “Not a single one was speaking with  
each other.”
     Spinning off this topic, Rogers takes 
“Disconnected” to another level, or perhaps 
another dimension. He said he “wanted to bring 
a literal aspect to that” and to “where they are 
plugged in.”
     The characters are quite literally plugged in and 
interacting in a sterile, controlled environment 
through text messaging until the male character 
wants to break away, according to Rogers.

“Before that they had passive-aggressively tried to 
dissuade me.”
     Rogers is already working for a start-up 
production company in San Mateo, Calif. His goals 
are enormous, he said.
     “Of course I would like to be the next Steven 
Spielberg, but that’s not special,” he said. “Really, I 
want to create things that move people. I always try 
to evoke a response.”
     Ramirez said she has no doubts that Rogers  
will succeed.
     “He’s super ambitious and he’s been able to 
 pull off incredible things,” she said. “He has a  
lot of ideas.”
     Rogers said that even if he is not rich and 
famous, he has done his job if he can make  
people go “huh.”
     “The amount of joy I get out of making films is 
something I could do every day of my life,” he said.

Evan Rogers speaking to a 
group in Hollywood for 
Campus MovieFest. 
image: Campus MovieFest
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SJSU International House

International Buffet 
& Entertainment

Sunday, October 20
9:30 am - 1:00 pm

360 S. 11th St
San Jose, CA 95112

$5 Student
$10 General
$25 Family of 4

This event is wheelchair accessible
Questions? Contact I-House at:

(408) 279-4575 or www.sjsu.edu/ihouse

…
- Evan Rogers
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Diehard hockey fans show their Sharks spirit

Sharks’ fans 
chomp their bait 
at the Tank. 

For hockey fans worldwide, October means 
one thing: the start of the National Hockey League 
regular season. 

No more preseason games. No more season-old 
highlights or memories. It’s a new sheet of ice under 
the skates of a team that may or may not look the 
same as it did a few months ago.

For many fans in San José, the new hockey 
season means that the San José Sharks take the 
ice for their 22nd season in pursuit of the coveted 
Stanley Cup. For the most part, the team resembles 
the one that was knocked out of the playoffs in late 
May by the Los Angeles Kings. 

The core group remains mostly untouched  
aside from the addition of Tyler Kennedy from 
Pittsburgh and the absence of players TJ Galiardi 
and Thomas Greiss.

The recently renamed SAP Center, affectionately 
nicknamed “The Shark Tank” for its usual 
inhabitants, has been the home of the Sharks for the 
past 20 years. It holds a capacity of 17,562 people 
and according to ESPN’s attendance report, was at 
capacity for 100 percent of home games. 

While small in comparison to the Montreal 
Canadiens’ Bell Center, which seats more than 
21,000 people, the Shark Tank is considered 
throughout the league as one of the loudest arenas 
in the NHL. Small size or not, when Sharks fans 
show up, they’re loud and proud.

Patrick Marleau, left wing for the San José 
Sharks, was drafted second overall in the 1997 draft. 
He has spent the entirety of his NHL career with 
the Sharks. He said the one word he would use to 
describe Sharks’ fans is “loud.”

“It gives you that spark late in the game,” 
Marleau said of the crowd noise.

He said the fans are always loudest as the clock 
dwindles down and the noise level is something the 
team can use to its advantage.

The fans don’t just show up at home — Marleau 
said the team’s players usually see a large showing 
of Sharks’ fans when they play in Anaheim and Los 
Angeles as well. It’s something that they notice right 
when they step on the ice.

Tyler Seal, a sophomore public relations major, 
is originally from Colorado and said he started 
following the Sharks when he first decided to move 
to California. He said he noticed the passionate fan 
base and that he’s looking forward to seeing his first 
game this season, especially with the updated jersey 
design the team unveiled in the offseason.

The new teal and white jerseys no longer have 
the piping around the bottom hem or shoulders and 
resemble the black jersey. The changes were made 
to make the jersey lighter and easier for players to 
move in.

“Their new jerseys are pretty sick,” Seal said.
Some fans develop their team loyalty 

through tradition. Stephanie Eshleman, a 
senior hospitality management  
major, said she followed in her 
dad’s footsteps.

She said her dad has had 
season tickets since the team 
was first established in 1991.

“I kind of grew up with 
it and I’ve been going 
to games since I was 
basically 4 years old,” 
Eshleman said.

Like many 
sports fans, she has 
some hockey season 
traditions that are 
centered on the Sharks.

She said she goes 
to the games and dinner 
with her dad and that 
she enjoys going to 
the meet-and-greets for 
season ticket holders to 
meet the players and  
get autographs.

Sharks fans, no matter how 
they became fans, are two things: 
loud and proud.

12:30 p.m. | Every Tues and Thurs | Listening Hour @ Concert Hall
Every Fri and Sat | Music @ San Pedro Square Market
3rd | 7:30 p.m. | Sharks season kicks off @ SAP Center
4th | 7:00 – 11:00 p.m. | South First Fridays
4th (Weekends Only) | Halloween Haunt @ California’s Great America
5th | 8:00 p.m. | Craig Shoemaker @ San José Improv
9th | 8:00 p.m. | Zedd @ the Fox Theater
9th | 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. | Campus MovieFest launches @ SJSU
11th | 8:00 p.m. | Donnell Rawlings @ San José Improv
17th | Spartan Daily special food issue
18th | 8:00 p.m. | San José Bike Party
20th | 7:00 p.m. | GWAR @ the Regency Ballroom
22nd | 7:30 p.m. | Kanye West & Kendrick Lamar @ SAP Center
24th | 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. | The 7th Annual Fire on the Fountain
26th |7:00 p.m. | Streetlight Manifesto @ the Regency Ballroom
26th | 4:00 p.m. | Homecoming Game vs. Wyoming (free)
30th | 7:30 p.m. | Golden State Warriors kick off
30th | 7:30 p.m. | Slayer plus Gojira and 4arm @ SJSU Event Center


